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JRUNK L

We are Drunk Lips, we're loud,
bloody, glittery, rock. Mostly inspired
by beer.

We were all friends who moved to To-
ronto from northern Ontario
(Mattawa and Timmins).

We had been in various bands
throughout school, but were not
really in any serious bands afterwards.
After high school we mostly just
ended up pursuing totally different
things for a while.

By early 2013 we were all in Toronto.
We were hanging out all the time, and
we all played instruments, and loved
going to local shows — so we figured
we may as well give it a shot and do
something productive together.

To be honest we didn’t know if any-
thing would come of it, or if we’d actu-
ally end up sticking to it, but it was fun
so it just kind of became a permanent
thing.

We had a bit of a lineup change the
next year and we needed a new drum-
mer, so then we found Glenn who we
knew from his other band Seed of
Nature. Check them out!!!

SELF TAUGHT > LESSONS

We were all playing music by our early
teens. We all took some informal les-
sons at some point. Mostly from the
internet.

Kyle is probably the most musically
educated one in the band. He took
classical guitar lessons, jazz guitar les-
sons, fancy stuff like that.

ANY EMBARRASSING SHOWS?

Honestly it wouldn’t be a Drunk Lips
show without something embarrass-
ing or wild happening, or some kind of

ridiculous malfunction. But we totally
embrace it! For example, we played
our second show at the Velvet Under-
ground and our old vocalist had
quickly sewn together an outfit for
herself before the show. By the
second song it started ripping apart.
She tried to keep it together for a
couple more songs, but eventually she
just said f*ck it and ripped it off. So we
just ended up incorporating a strip
tease-type thing into our act for a

while. . .
We sometimes end up getting fake

blood all over our guitars or eyes or
whatever, that’s always interesting to
try and play through. Usually some-
one breaks a string, a mic stand won’t
stay up, a monitor falls over... It's all in
good fun!

HOW DO YOU WRITE YOUR SONGS?

No two songs have been written the
exact same way, but they all start with
guitar. Generally someone comes up
with a riff or two, then we work out
everyone's instrumental parts. Vocals
and lyrics usually come last.

Most of our songs aren’t about any-
thing too serious, or if it's serious we
usually present it in a kind of satirical,
playful way. We're called Drunk Lips,
the last thing we want is to be a buzz-
kill!

SHOULD MUSICIANS WRITE FOR
THEMSELVES?

It's different for every musician! Per-
sonally, we really enjoy seeing our
original songs coming together, the
whole creative process is really enjoy-
able for us. It's a cool feeling to look
into a crowd of people and see some-
one rocking out to a riff we wrote, or
singing along to our lyrics.
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DICK PERFECT,

BY DAN CONNOR RALLON

DERFECT PICKING

To help you improve your speed, practice perfect
up and down strokes with your pick.

Easy to do with your pentatonic scales, but a little
more difficult when it comes to major or minor
scales since they tend to run in successions of
three. When you change strings, you'll be on an
opposite stroke.

With some work it'll be second nature and you
should find it helps improve your fluidity and
speed.

WANT TO WRITE FOR GUITAR JUSTICE? &




We are the Hamilton, ON rock
band Wild Night. We play Rock 'n’
Roll

I began forming Wild Night in No-
vember of 2013, all | had was an
idea and a few songs. It took a lot
of trial and error in the beginning
but we hit the stage in February of
2014. | eventually met Brandon,
whom came on as our bassist.
Shortly after, Brandon brought in
Mackenzie on the drums. The two
have been friends for years, and
have their own studio (Sound
Cave Productions). We met Oliver

about him from the first time
jammed with him.

SELF-TAUGHT VS. LESSONS

| have always had a passion for
music since | was a child, my par-
ents exposed me to a lot of differ-
ent music through their record
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collection. | started playing guitar when | was about
twelve years old. The first time | heard "Dead
Leaves in the Dirty Ground" by The White Stripes. |
knew this is what | wanted. | took lessons but it was
hard to find anyone who would take on a lefty. | had
very supportive teachers in high school.

WILD SHOWS

We played a show on the roof of one my favourite
record stores, Dr. Disc. The first time we were set to
play got rained out. During our set, we blew the
power which was pretty cool. Later in the summer
we played at Westfest. Within the first thirty sec-
onds of our set | slipped and fell on my back. | cov-
ered it up, making it look like it was supposed to
happen. It was hilarious.

YOUR SONGWRITING

| usuallv start with a lvric or a riff and build the sona

| usually then demo the song as |
am writing it.

| bring it to the band and we play
with it and see where it goes from
there [and] the guys bring their
own flair to it. That's where the
magic happens.

ALL ORIGINAL, OR COVERS?

[I mean,] the Beatles played
covers, but eventually they found
their own voices. That's what
makes each of us unique, that sin-
gular voice that is yours alone.
ARE YOU PLAYING THE FAME
GAME?

| want to make a living from being
a musician. | mostly want to tour,
play festivals, and live on the road.
| want to live the life of a touring
musician, and continue to make
music.

| just have no interest in the cul-
ture of celebrity.




ARAPACITS

AraPacis is a hodgepodge of
genre's; Hard Rock/Classic
Metal/Prog/Doom/Blues  Rock,
and more.

| had some very brief piano les-
sons when | was really young but
decided | wanted to do like the
Beatles in 1965 when | first heard
them. Started playing guitar in
1969. | am mostly self-taught but
did get some basic theory lessons
at McGill University and from
Coursera.

| formed AraPacis in 2003 with
some friends of mine that | had
played with in the 70s (one of
them being Leonardo Fagelli who
plays on the opening song of our
new album A Disturbing Awaken-
ing). We had known each other
for a very long time. The lineup
has changed a lot over the years
and my wife Shelle Macpherson is
now our lead singer (since 2013,)
we don't really have other perma-
nent members. And we've also
had very special guests on our
albums. like Guy LeBlanc of prog
band Camel and Don Airey of the
legendary Deep Purple.
PERFORMANCES

I've performed everywhere from
small bars with 2 people in it to
the Quebec Coliseum with 7000;
with AraPacis our biggest show
was with the metal legend Doro in
October 2014. We've also played
some shows with Anvil, with
Raven (a wedding no less!), and







